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Reach for the stars
with BCEF support
EVERY country has an obli-
gation to invest in its youth
- and the Bush Children's
Education Foundation of
NSW believes that should
not be constrained by re-
gional isolation.

In 2022, theBCEFawarded
75 secondary rural boarding
bursaries to young people
from 53 families from isolat-
ed areas.

!e students attended 13
boarding schools throughout
country NSW.

It's not just about broad-
ening education and aca-
demic opportunities.

It's also about joining a
team, widening friendships
and social interaction, par-
ticularly within the board-
ing house.

Aside from the pressure
of learning how to stand on
your own two feet, you can
take solace from the fact that
you're sharing the journey
with fellow members of the
boarding house, sharing a
laugh, sharing the odd tear,
and feeling your way as part
of a wider world.

!e opportunities at
boarding school, should you

wish to embrace them, go far
beyond academia.

!ere's all the extracurric-
ular activities, from loads of
sporting activities, including
group sport, to music and
joining clubs.

It's about standing back
from and overcoming the
strictures of the isolation
of our bush, be it drought,
"ood, pests and sometimes
loneliness.

!e BCEF believe that the
greatest gift that any country
can give is to free young stu-
dents from the bonds of iso-
lation and sometimes lack of
camaraderie - and to unlock
their natural gifts that have
been fostered by their family

and locale.
Apart from the scholas-

tic widening of options,
there is a social broadening
of horizons.

As a result, there can be a
development of an ongoing
appreciation of new goals
and challenges and, in most
cases, an understanding of
the e#ect of a friendly and
supportive hand-up and
a desire to ultimately help
others similarly constrained
by isolation.

Applications for BCEF sec-
ondary school rural bursa-
ries close Friday February 24.

Formore information or to
apply for a bursary visit the
website at bcef.org.au.

Bush Children's Education Foundation of NSW supports
young people whose educational opportunities are
limited due to isolation and economic circumstances.

Association lobbies
for equitable access
FOR more than 50 years, the
Isolated Children's Parents'
Association (ICPA) has been
working to give rural and re-
mote children access to the
education and opportunities
they deserve.

!e voluntary parent or-
ganisation was founded in
1971 in Bourke NSW, follow-
ing the closure of the Bourke
Hostel that had provided
much needed accommoda-
tion for children living on
remote properties so they
could access education.

ICPA now has branches
all over Australia that share
a common goal. To achieve
equity of access to education
opportunities for geographi-
cally isolated students living
in rural and remote areas by
way of government funded
allowances to compensate
for the costs incurred in gain-
ing access to an appropriate
educational facility.

!e association lobbies
strongly for the government
to provide this.

Members of the associ-
ation include those whose
children attend a small rural
school, study by distance

education lessons, or board
away from home to access
primary or secondary school
at a boarding school, agri-
cultural high school, hostel,
private board or maintain a
second home

People who are interested
in equity in education for all
students, no matter where
they live, are alsomembers.

ICPA NSW encourages in-
dividuals to join the associa-
tion and have a voice in the
education of their child and
other children from rural
and remote areas.

When you join you will be
kept informed on the activi-
ties of ICPA and education
providers as well as govern-

ment decisions.
State council members are

all volunteers but are happy
to give advice on individual
problems and help you ac-
cess an education for your
child regardless of where
you live.

Other membership ben-
e$ts include taking part in
branch meetings, state and
federal conference voting
rights, receiving branch
news and a free subscription
to the quarterly NSW ICPA
publication !e Top Wire
and the federal ICPA Ped-
als magazine.

For more information or
to become a member of the
ICPA visit icpa.com.au

Becoming a member of ICPA enables families in rural and
remote areas to have a voice in their child's education.
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