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HAILING from Swan Hill,
Georgie began her boarding
journey at Melbourne Girls
Grammar in Year 10.

Georgie's thrilled to be
following in her older sister's
footsteps as one of MGGS's
boarding house captains in
2024.

"It is such an honour. I
could not be more grateful
to be a part of leadership in
the house! I get along really
well with the boarding sta!,
which makes the role much
easier as they foster such a
positive and supportive envi-
ronment," she said.

Georgie represents the
school in netball and bas-
ketball. She trains multiple

times a week on top of gym
sessions in the Artemis
Fitness Hub. "is is in ad-
dition to her study, which
she admits has improved
immensely since beginning
boarding at MGGS.

"As boarders, we're strong-
ly encouraged to be study-
ing after school, especially
around exam time, and the
sta! are really helpful when
it comes to preparation."

Each year, boarders are
assigned buddies, who help
them transition smoothly.

Boarding scholarships
and bursaries are available
for entry in 2025.
! Visit mggs.vic.edu.au/
scholarships to apply.

Boarding made
easy with buddies

Boarding house captains Charlotte and Georgie. Picture
supplied

YANCO Agricultural High
School takes pride in its
students, sta! and families
working in partnership to
ensure students will achieve
personal excellence.

All students who attend
the co-educational school
live on site and can partici-
pate in a range of vocation-

al, sporting and wellbeing
programs outside of school
hours, along with a rigorous
academic program that has a
speci#c focus on agriculture.

Students can also work
as an integral part of the
school's sheep and cattle
studs and show stock teams
to further enhance the

school's strong reputation as
a centre of excellence in agri-
culture, not only in NSW but
across the country.

Yanco o!ers a home away
from home for all of our
students underpinned by its
family atmosphere and core
values of pride, respect and
responsibility.

"e NSW Department of
Education school is on 280
hectares, including 180ha
of intensive irrigation and
dryland agriculture, as well
as 60ha of natural bushland
bordered by theMurrumbid-
gee River.
! Contact the school of!ce
on (02) 6951 1500.

Livestock programs on o!er at Yanco

Yanco Agricultural High School Drum Corps in action. Picture supplied

School's
no limits
for bush
children
DR CHARLES Huxtable,
1891-1980, founded the
Bush Children's Education
Foundation in 1965 after
surviving the hell #res of the
Somme in World War I and
Changi concentration camp
inWorldWar II.

After WWII the medical
graduate joined the Royal
Flying Doctor Service in
Broken Hill and witnessed
another tragedy - the plight
of isolated children deprived
of an education, other than
correspondence school, and
a normal social life.

Together with (the then)
Country Party's Ian Sinclair
and Sir Leslie Herron, Chief
Justice of the NSW Supreme
Court, Dr Huxtable urged
the NSW government to pro-
vide funding to establish a
boarding location for a!ect-
ed young people. "e pur-
pose-built Bush Children's
War Memorial Hostel at
Tibooburra was the #rst of a
number of newly established
boarding locations.

Over the past six decades,
bursaries and scholarships
to rural secondary and ter-
tiary institutions have em-
powered isolated students
to overcome the academic
and social burdens imposed
by family life o!-the-beat-
en track. Boarding schools
empower students to thrive
from courses and extracur-
ricular activities.

"e results and academic
records of BCEF recipients
are only part of the story - the

friendships, new horizons,
greater empathy and under-
standingofdi!erent environ-
ments have been uplifting.

In 2022, the BCEF of NSW
awarded 68 secondary rural
boarding bursaries to young
people from 50 families from
isolated areas who attended
13 boarding schools in coun-
try NSW.

Today BCEF is totally reli-
ant on like-minded donors
to support and carry on this
precious cause.

BCEF applicants today
should draw strength and
resolve from Charles Hux-
table's example and vision,
who as a young medical
graduate not only won aMil-
itary Cross in June 1917 on
the Sommebut also, aged 48,
enlisted in WW2, becoming
a Japanese POW in Changi
for four years, his grateful fel-
low-prisoners dubbing him
"St Luke of Changi".
! Apply now at www.bcef.
org.au

Dr Charles Huxtable.
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