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The Foundation was established in 1965 under a Deed of Trust. It operates under the Associations 
Incorporation Act 2009 and has Deductible Gift Recipient status under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.
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WELCOME TO OUR BCEF COMMUNITY 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bush Children’s Education Foundation of NSW Inc. respectfully acknowledges the traditional 
custodians of the land on which we work. 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
High Demand for BCEF Support Continues in 2022 
 
The high level of demand for BCEF Regional Boarding Bursaries and University Scholarships has 
continued this year and the Board has been delighted to be able to continue our support through 
several significant donations which have been received.  This level of demand has continued over 
the past four years which suggests that we are now meeting a need that is not just driven by 
drought or flood or bushfire or pandemic and that we must plan to provide this level of support on 
an ongoing basis. 
 
With over 120 applications this year, the Board awarded 75 Bursaries to fifty-three families 
attending 13 NSW regional Boarding Schools for a total cost of more than $142,000.  We have 
identified an emerging need for family support on compassionate grounds and have included this in 
our bursary award criteria. 
 
This year we were delighted to announce the expansion of our university scholarship program with 
the inclusion of two, three-year Bachelor of Agriculture scholarships at the University of New 
England (UNE), Armidale valued at a total of $15,000 each.  The ICPA NSW Branch asked us several 
years ago if we could consider awarding scholarships in Agriculture at UNE and we are delighted to 
have achieved this extension to our rural university scholarship programs. 
 
BCEF has a strong link with Armidale as BCEF founder Dr Charles Huxtable was a GP in Armidale for 
many years. His involvement with outback NSW and the Royal Flying Doctor Service in Broken Hill 
provides a great background to BCEF supporting two of the inaugural Future Regional Doctors 
Scholarships at CSU which commenced this year. 
 
We have also expanded our scholarship program at Charles Sturt University to include the following 
scholarships, in addition to our two existing BCEF Veterinary Science scholarships. 

 2 x 5-year BCEF Future Regional Doctors Scholarships, Total Value $35,000. 
 1 x 5-year BCEF Yim Family Foundation Veterinary Science Scholarship, Total Value $17,500. 
 3 x 3-year BCEF/Order of St Lazarus General Degree Scholarships, Total Value $30,000. 
 2 x 3-year BCEF General Degree Scholarships, Total Value $21,000. 

 
The total value of our current University Scholarship Programs is $134,000. 
 
The processing of such large numbers of bursary applications and assessing over 30 scholarship 
applications is a significant challenge which has been more than met by our Education, Scholarships 
& Bursaries Committee, chaired by Kerry Blight with great support from our Board Secretary  
Helen Rath. 
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The available funding has provided an outstanding result in helping families to educate their 
children at Rural Boarding Schools and Rural Universities and fulfil their dreams.   
 
We completed a highly successful Five-Year Strategic Plan in 2021 meeting all our Goals and Objectives.  
 
In developing our 2026 Strategic Plan we are conducting significant market research into the needs 
and requirements of families and their young people in the Bush to ensure that we can deliver 
meaningful support in the most appropriate Secondary, Post-Secondary Non-Tertiary and 
University areas in 2023 and well beyond.   
 
We cannot thank enough our very generous individual and corporate donors who over many years 
have made our support of isolated and economically disadvantaged young people in the bush possible. 
 
We again embarked on an advertising and marketing campaign to let people in the bush know 
about the availability of our support.  BCEF Director Joy Dodds with her extensive broadcasting, 
media and communication skills organised many radio interviews for me with ABC Broken Hill, 
Dubbo, Riverina, and Tamworth and with Ian McNamara on the ABC’s Sunday Morning program 
Australia All Over. She also organised an interview with Julie Reynolds on CRN (Community Radio 
National). I am sure this all helps to generate many bursary applications and promotes the BCEF  
for assistance and funding support.  We also advertised through The Land Newspaper Education 
Supplement. 
 
Lesley and I attended the Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association NSW Branch, Annual Conference 
in Bourke this year to participate in ICPA’s 50th Anniversary celebration, which was opened by  
Her Excellency, the Honourable Margaret Beazley AO KC Governor of New South Wales.  We 
congratulate ICPA NSW on a wonderful 50 years helping young people in NSW get a good education.  
 
This year also marks a terrific 100-year milestone for the Country Women’s Association (CWA), the 
largest women's organisation in Australia which was established in 1922 when country women 
were fighting isolation and a lack of health facilities to improve conditions for country women and 
children and continues to achieve great things today. 
 
Thank you to all Directors for the support and commitment that you have provided, making the 
BCEF a highly functional volunteer organisation which is helping so many young people and families. 
 
The Board and its Standing Committees: Education, Scholarships & Bursaries; Fundraising, 
Marketing & Partnerships; and Finance, Administration & Investments meet regularly throughout 
the year to manage the affairs of the Foundation and to provide support for the Bush as much as 
possible.  The Board is always concerned that funds donated to support our Regional Secondary 
Boarding Bursaries and Regional University Scholarships are fairly applied and used to the greatest 
extent for this purpose and we constantly monitor our performance in this area. 
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Director Rod Cowdroy has been investigating new opportunities with TAFE to provide educational 
and skill support to post-secondary non tertiary students with the aim of developing expanded 
programs as soon as possible.  
 
We continue to manage our operational expenses to keep them to a minimum and cover them by 
one-off specific grants or from investment income wherever possible. 
 
Once again, another very successful year which we are proud of and can consider as a benchmark 
for greater achievement in 2023 and beyond. 
 
Thank you all for a highly successful year supporting young people and their families in outback NSW. 

 
Richard Dougan 
Chairman 
2nd November 2022 
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BCEF FUNDING SNAPSHOT 

 

BCEF PERFORMANCE vs OBJECTIVES 
 Significantly increase total revenue and support 

o Total revenue received and support funded has increased by 200% since 2015. 
 

 Maximise the number of appropriate applications for support and assess suitability equitably 
o Applications for Bursaries and University scholarships have increased by 200% in the 

past three years. 
 

 Engage with organisations which can assist in identifying needs, requirements and priorities 
and enable solutions 

o Achieved a significant increase in the number of organisations that BCEF interacts with, 
works with, and has presented to. 

 
 Monitor and assess current and future trends in all aspects of BCEF operations and activities 

o All areas of BCEF operations are assessed on a regular basis with constant 
improvements being achieved. 

 
 Continually improve the direction, management, and support of BCEF 

o While the membership of the BCEF Board has changed very little over the past five 
years with one Director retiring and one joining, all Directors have contributed on a 
regular basis to the improvement of operations, performance and the extension of our 
scholarship and bursary programs with commensurate fundraising activities. 
 

BCEF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The BCEF Board contains a significant diversity of gender and skills to support our work with the 
education of young people in the bush.  These skills include but are not limited to: 

 Commercial and Not-For-Profit management, strategy, and administration. 
 Investment, funds management, public accounting, international finance, financial planning. 
 Agribusiness, rural and regional infrastructure investment. 
 Education – secondary, TAFE and university. 
 Fundraising, grants management and marketing. 
 Communications and broadcasting, digital and social media. 
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Directors as at 31st June 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BCEF BOARD STRUCTURE  

Chairman 
Richard Dougan BA, CMC, FIMC, Cert IV & Dip Proj Mgmt  
 

Vice Chairman & Chair Fundraising/Marketing Committee  
Gerald Naughton BCA, FCA, SF Fin, GAICD  
 

Treasurer & Chair Finance & Investment Committee 
John McRae BA, MComm, FCPA, FCA, AICD, JP  
 

Chair Education, Scholarships & Bursaries Committee 
Kerry Blight Med, BA, Dip Ed, Ltt B  
 

Public Officer  
Andrew Heaven BA Dip FP CFP JP   
 

Jenetta Russell OAM GAICD CCEO  
 

The Hon. Duncan Gay 
 

Rod Cowdroy BBus 
 

Joy Dodds BEc (Hons), Post Grad Dip AFTVS 
 

Board Secretary 
Helen Rath BSc, Grad Dip Comm Mgt 
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Committee Reports for 2022 
Education, Bursaries and Scholarships Committee 
In 2022 BCEF received more than 120 applications from which 75 secondary rural boarding bursaries 
were awarded to 53 families to attend 13 NSW regional Boarding Schools at a total cost of $141,948. 
The BCEF University Scholarship program has been expanded to a total of $134,000.  
 

Rural Secondary School Boarding Program 
Bursaries, awarded to secondary school students have allowed the recipients to attend 13 regional 
boarding schools.  Since our establishment, we have had ongoing strong support from these 
schools.  This year the following schools have had recipients attend:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NSW Regional University Scholarship Program 
This program we commenced funding in 2007 with a 3-year scholarship at Charles Sturt University 
at their Bathurst Campus.  Since then, it has continued to expand to the point where we have 
supported 15 scholars who have completed their degrees at Charles Sturt University and the 
University of Newcastle and are currently supporting a total of 11 undergraduates. 
 
In commencing this program, it was seen as an extension of our Rural Secondary School Boarding 
Program with the aim of providing funds for isolated and economically disadvantaged students 
living away from home to stay in a university college or hall of residence.  This is not a prescriptive 
use of the funds and in some instances the funding is used to buy computers and textbooks.  The 
essential aim is to provide some means to improve the student’s ability to succeed at university. 

  

School No. Students
Calrossy  Anglican School, Tamworth 7
Farrer Memorial Agricultural High School, Tamworth 14
Hurlstone Agricultural College 1
Kildare Catholic College, Wagga Wagga 4
Kinross Wolaroi School, Orange 3
Macquarie Anglican Grammar School, Dubbo 2
Presbyterian Ladies College Armidale 1
Red Bend Catholic College, Forbes 22
Scots All Saints, Bathurst 10
Snowy Mountains Grammar School, Jindabyne 2
St Francis de Sales Regional College, Leeton 1
St Paul's College, Walla Walla 3
Yanco Agricultural High School, Yanco 5

75
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Charles Sturt University 
This year BCEF have funded 2 x 5-year Future Regional Doctors Scholarships, 3 new 3-year 
university scholarships and 1, 5-year scholarship for Charles Sturt University students at the Wagga 
Wagga, Dubbo, and Bathurst campuses at a cost of $3,333 per student.  Special donors for these 
scholarships include the Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem and the Yim 
Family Foundation.  These students are undergoing degrees in Veterinary Science, Animal Science, 
Early Childhood Teaching & Learning and Agriculture.  All our scholarship recipients have a rural 
background and have a keen interest in establishing careers in regional NSW.  
 

University of New England 
We have also expanded our scholarship offerings to include the University of New England 
honouring a commitment we made to the Isolated Children’s Parents Association some 5 years ago.  
We have awarded two, 3-year scholarships in Agriculture at a cost of $5,000 each per annum. 

 

Fundraising, Marketing & Partnerships Committee 
We are extremely grateful to our ongoing corporate and individual donors, some of whom have 
been with us since our establishment in 1965.  Some of our more recent donors include: 

 Thyne Reid Foundation 
 The Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem 
 Teachers Mutual Bank 
 Yim Family Foundation 
 St George Foundation 
 BNP Paribas 
 Commonwealth Bank 

 
We received a substantial anonymous donation which has made a meaningful and considerable 
impact to our financial accounts.   However, as there is a requirement for these funds to be 
expended within 3 years of donation, by 2024 we will require this same level of financial support to 
continue delivery of our future programs. 

 

Website & Social Media 
Brand BCEF has continued to grow with increased reach and penetration via the four social media 
platforms- Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn as well as our radio and print press activity. 
Our Facebook reach has increased by 167% as have our Tweet impressions 900%. We are primarily 
reaching females from 25 years plus and older, who enjoy sharing our posts. The results have been 
excellent, increasing the awareness of the assistance we offer our struggling families, their 
communities, and the population at large.  
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BCEF Social Media Posts 
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GROWTH PATH & THE FUTURE 
Overview 
The Board’s 2026 Strategic Plan is still being finalised as we have realised that many factors need to 
be included in our planning. We conducted a market research program in Quarter 3 this year to 
assist our planning directions.  Some key factors include cost factors, climate change, school, and 
educational requirements. 

BCEF Making a Difference 
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BCEF FINANCIALS 2022 

 
Bush Children’s Education Foundation of New South Wales Incorporated 

ABN 74 263 035 680 
 

Financial Report for the Year Ended 30 June 2022 
 
 

     Statement of Financial Position (Balance Sheet) 
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Statement of Comprehensive Income (Profits and Losses) 
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Notes to the Financial Statements 
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Director’s Declaration 
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SUPPORT BCEF & MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Thank you to all our donors who generously support us in helping young people attend school & university.  

BCEF does not receive any government support to fund our bursary and scholarship programs for 
eligible students. We rely solely on private and corporate donations to help educate young people 
in remote rural NSW.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please continue to support us with a donation: 
 
Direct Deposit 
Name: Bush Children's Education Foundation 
BSB: 062-195   Account Number: 10104674 
Reference: Your Name 
 
PayPal 
Visit www.bcef.org.au and click the yellow donate button to access the PayPal BCEF donation page. 
 
Cheque 
Payable to Bush Children’s Education Foundation of NSW.  
Post to PO Box 138, Lindfield, NSW, 2070. 

BCEF is a Registered Charity with tax deductible status as a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR), where donations 
over $2 are tax deductible. 


